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Wine Art
Thomas Arvid’s grand-

scale, hyper-real, wine-
themed paintings impress
fine-wine and fine-art
enthusiasts alike. “I don’t
really paint wine at all.
It’s actually just space and
light, but it’s also about a
moment between friends
— the moment of opening
and enjoying a bottle of
wine together.”

Originally from a blue-
collar Detroit neighbor-
hood, Arvid began his
career in the young, hip
Atlanta art scene of the
early 1990s literally seeing
red; his fascination for the
color inevitably led to
wine. “And once you have
a focus, then you can get
deeper into the ‘why.’”
Arvid completes about 30
paintings a year and pro-
duces a number of limited-
edition print series. He has
been experimenting with
wine collages and wine
crates that become like
interactive dimensional
shadow boxes. Success can
be somewhat limiting. The
artist, whose commission
waiting list is years long,
says, “I have fresh ideas
about where I want to go
and things I want to do,
but I want to fulfill the
expectations of the com-
missions — and yes, I

have to finish them to that
extreme degree — I have
to do that for me.”

A self-taught painter,
Arvid learned to appreciate
wine and good food in
similar fashion: with time,
experimentation, humor
and a sense of balance
between his disciplined
work ethic and his role as
a family guy with two
young boys and a wide
circle of friends. “I’m a
morning painter, but after-
noons are spent in the
kitchen. We sort of have
an open-house policy
where people drop in and
we never know who might
show up for dinner. But

that’s just it — artists
should strive to look to
our own lives for ideas,
record it, live it, be honest
about it. For me, life
keeps getting better and
better. I think that comes
out in my art.”

Thomas Arvid’s work is
available at New River
Fine Art, 600 Fifth Ave. S.,
Suite 102, Naples, 239-
435-4515, 800-527-8835,
newriverfineart.com

Dîner et un
Film

Bamboo Café’s Film,
Food and Wine Nights
were started three years
ago as “something a little

different” to liven up the
long Southwest Florida

Palette for Palate
Food, wine and art make for the most interesting pairings.

B Y  S A R A H  F K  C O B L E

Best Case Scenario, limited edition giclèe on canvas, 28 x 43 inches, by Thomas Arvid

It Takes Two, limited edition

giclèe on canvas, 32 x 18

inches, by Thomas Arvid
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